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FINGER LAKES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

1 Keuka Business Park, Suite 104 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

Telephone: 315-536-7328 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF THE FINGER LAKES ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

 

May 17, 2017 

 

FLEDC MEMBERS PRESENT: Gene Pierce 

     Rita Gow  

     Jim Willson 

   Mark Morris 

     Kim Williams 

     Jerry Hiller 

      

FLEDC MEMBERS ABSENT:   Mary Zelazny  

           

STAFF:    Steve Griffin 

     Steven Brown  

     Doreen Jensen 

 

GUESTS:    Taylor Fitch 

     Tim Dennis 

 

Chair G. Pierce called the meeting to order at 7:32 A.M.   

 

Roll call was taken; a quorum was present.  

 

A motion was made by J. Willson and seconded by R. Gow to go into Executive Session at 7:33 AM to 

discuss a company’s financials. Motion passed.  

 

A motion was made by R. Gow and seconded by K. Williams to come out of Executive Session at 7:46 

AM. Motion passed.  

 

There was no action taken in Executive Session.  

  

MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by J. Willson to approve the April 26, 2017 minutes 

as corrected. Motion passed.  

 

AGENDA CHANGES 

 

Under New Business add Powell Lane Parking Lot Lease. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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D. Jensen reviewed the April financials and all bills to be paid.  A motion was made by R. Gow and 

seconded by J. Willson to approve the April financials, and to pay all bills submitted as presented. 

Motion passed.  

 

Receivables and the loan reports were reviewed. 

 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 

The following updates were given to the Management Report: 

 

S. Griffin reported that D. Jensen and himself participated in meetings with FLACRA and their architect. 

We currently have no formal lease agreement but they have spent considerable time and financial 

resources on an architect and are ready to send RFP’s out for construction in the second-floor space.  

 

The transformer is being shipped on July 10! We will coordinate with the Village of Penn Yan, Todd 

Schmidl and tenants for hook up.  

 

S. Griffin met with Pat Brede, Nonie Flynn, and Patrick Grimaldi regarding the SunPDC8, LLC solar 

project. S. Griffin has talked to many IDA’s on how they have handled solar PILOTS. Brian McMahon 

from the NYS Economic Development Council sent out request to all the IDA’s asking for info on solar 

projects and PILOTS. S. Griffin has had in depth discussions with the Tompkins County IDA as they are 

further along than any other IDA on solar projects. S. Griffin reported he had just received Sun’s financial 

statements and will be following up to see how SunPDC8, LLC came up with their assumptions.  

 

S. Griffin reported that the ABO would be here on June 2nd to conduct an audit on the New Beginnings 

project from a number of years ago. S. Griffin talked to J. Scott, Agency Counsel in preparation of the 

meeting.    

 

S. Griffin reported that the next round of CFA’s are due on July 25at and the second round of the 

downtown initiative is due in June. We will be submitting an application to the downtown initiative on 

behalf of the Village of Penn Yan. We have been receiving a number of calls regarding the CFA’s.  

 

S. Griffin reported on meeting with the new County Planner. S. Griffin reported there is more energy at 

the County level in general now then what has been there in a long time and it is exciting to see.   

 

S. Brown reported he has been working on loan projects and has been looking at other opportunities 

related to agriculture in the area.   

 

S. Brown also reported he has been working on a food hub to better distribute produce.  Also, looking in 

to other opportunities potentially with the produce auction.  

 

J. Hiller reported that Tim Sellers should be contacted regarding the food hub and other agricultural ideas.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

D. Jensen reviewed the roof bids. The roof bids were for the replacement above Estabrook, elevator shaft 

and vestibule roof, and the repair of the drain on the first floor lobby roof at Keuka Business Park.  The 

bids were sent to eight contractors and we only received two bids.  The bids were sent with the specs from 
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the roofing consultant. A motion was made by J. Hiller and seconded by J. Willson to award the bid to 

the lowest bidder of D. E. Miller Co. Motion passed.  

 

D. Jensen reviewed the fire extinguisher bids. The bids were for yearly servicing of the fire extinguishers.  

Bids were sent to three known contractors and we received two bids.  A motion was made by J. Hiller 

and seconded by R. Gow to award the bid for fire extinguisher service to the lowest bidder of Keuka 

Fire & Safety. Motion passed 

 

S. Griffin reviewed the GAIN loan fund that was awarded through the CFA process. S. Brown reviewed 

the loan request by Birkett Mills for $202,000 to increase organic buckwheat use and quality. They will 

be purchasing a grain bin, cooling machine plus installation costs. The loan would be amortized over 10 

years at 1% with a UCC filing on all equipment and a corporate guarantee. The Loan Review Committee 

recommended approval of loan. A motion was made by R. Gow and seconded by K. Williams to 

authorize the loan to Birkett Mills for $202,000 for 10 years at 1%, with a UCC filing on all equipment 

with a corporate guarantee. Motion passed.  

 

S. Griffin reported that because our name is on title for PILOT purposes we need to release land at 135 

Seneca Street to the Village of Penn Yan for the soon to be constructed pedestrian bridge as required 

through the TAP Grant the Village received to build the bridge.  A motion was made by J. Willson and 

seconded by R. Gow to authorize the release of the land at 135 Seneca Street. Motion passed.  

 

S. Griffin reported that because our name is on title for PILOT purposes we need to release land at Water 

Street Wines to the Village of Penn Yan for the soon to be constructed pedestrian bridge as required 

through the TAP Grant the Village received to build the bridge. A motion was made by K. Williams and 

seconded by J. Hiller to authorize the release of the land at Water Street Wines. Motion passed.  

 

D. Jensen reviewed the lease for Coach & Equipment Bus Sales, Inc,. They would like to lease the pole 

barn that is part of the Conesus building. This is 3,600 square feet for $450 a month. A motion was made 

by J. Hiller and seconded by J. Willson to authorize the Chair sign the lease addendum with Coach & 

Equipment Bus Sales, Inc. as presented. Motion passed.  

 

S. Griffin reported he has had discussions with ARC of Yates and 240 North Ave, LLC regarding the 

ARC’s use of the parking lot on Powell Lane. S. Griffin reported that 240 North Ave., LLC would like to 

lease half the Powell Lane Parking lot – 78 spaces, for $500 a month for one year.  They will cover all 

expenses.  A motion was made by M. Morris and seconded by K. Williams to authorize the Chair sign 

the lease with 240 North Ave., LLC. Motion passed.  

 

G. Pierce inquired about the next meeting being held at a local business and the potential of a tour of 

Horizon Business Park so Board Members could see the recent developments.  S. Griffin reported that 

KanPal would be willing to host us pending KanPak Corporate approval.  S. Griffin will follow up with 

KanPak about hosting our June board meeting.  

 

G. Pierce reported that the labor issue is getting critical particularly in the hospitality industry with the 

opening of Del Lago Casino.  G. Pierce reported that he hopes the YC Workforce job fair is successful. 

How can we help?  We need to make sure there are good hospitality service or people will go elsewhere.  

 

There was discussion on the population in the county and why college grads leave the area. Education, 

housing and lack of work ethic were all discussed. There was also discussion on the impact of the new 

Del Lago Casino on employees in the area.  
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J. Hiller left the meeting at 8:47 AM.  

G. Pierce inquired whether there is someone we can talk to at the Mennonite level about workforce and 

what we can do to work together.  

The board members that are going to the Riverside Convention for the luncheon honoring Jerry Hiller are 

to meet at 10:15 AM at Keuka Business Park at and we will leave by 10:30 A.M for the Riverside 

Convention Center.  

 

S. Griffin will let the Board know about the next meeting at KanPak. We need to also meet with the new 

Interim Director of the Yates County Chamber of Commerce.  

 

There was discussion on the makeup of the Seneca County IDA and the Seneca County Chamber of 

Commerce board of directors.  

 

A motion was made by J. Willson and seconded by R. Gow to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 A.M. Motion 

passed.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Doreen J. Jensen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


