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September 26, 2018 

FINGER LAKES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

1 Keuka Business Park, Suite 104 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

Telephone: 315-536-7328 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF THE FINGER LAKES ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

 

September 26, 2018 

 

FLEDC MEMBERS PRESENT: Gene Pierce 

     Jim Willson 

   Mary Zelazny 

     Kim Williams 

Jerry Hiller  

     Rita Gow 

 

FLEDC MEMBERS ABSENT:  Bill Holgate 

      

STAFF:    Steve Griffin 

     Mike Lipari 

     Doreen Jensen 

     Alicen Yonts 

 

GUESTS:    John Christensen     

  

      

Chair G. Pierce called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M.   

 

Alicen Yonts, Program Manager was introduced to the Board.  

 

Roll call was taken; a quorum was present.   

 

MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by R. Gow and by M. Zelazny to approve the August 15, 2018 minutes as written. Motion 

passed.  

 

AGENDA CHANGES 

 

The following changes were made to the Agenda: Under New Business add: Lake Street Plaza, L.P. Parcel 

Release, Attorney Retainer, and Governance Committee Members. 

  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

D. Jensen reviewed the August Financials and all bills to be paid. The payment to Bucky Bates Construction for 

sheet rock repair in the Seneca Building was discussed. They did a great job and it looks great. A motion was 

made by M. Zelazny and seconded by R. Gow to approve the August financials, and to pay all bills submitted as 

presented. Motion passed.  
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Staff is working on loan collections and have almost finished inputting all the loans in the Loan Software. 

 

Receivables and the loan reports were reviewed. 

 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 

The following updates were given to the Management Report:  

 

S. Griffin reported that the power issue at Penn Yan Aero has been almost resolved for now. There are other 

issues but at least resolution is heading in the right direction. S. Griffin thanked Bob Duffy of Greater Rochester 

Chamber of Commerce, Matt Hurlbutt of Greater Rochester Enterprise and Matt Yonts of O’Connell Electric for 

their assistance in helping resolve the power issue at Penn Yan Aero. 

 

S. Griffin reported that David Mammano of Avanti Entrepreneur Network reached out about starting an Avanti 

Chapter in Yates County based on all of the activity we have going on in the County. S. Griffin has talked about 

this to a few individuals. The downside is that the membership fee is $1,000 a year. S. Griffin will try to see if he 

can attend a meeting in Rochester to find out more about it.  

 

S. Griffin reported all CFA scoring will be finalized tomorrow. All recommendations will be before the REDC 

Council for approval at the September 27th meeting.  There was discussion on the applications that were submitted 

from the various municipalities and businesses in Yates County.  

 

S. Griffin reported the SkillUp Yates online training is ready to go. S. Griffin is working on signing up the 

FLEDC employees. 

 

S. Griffin reported he and Mike met with Tech and Ag teachers at PYA to plan out the Discover Yates program 

for the year. S. Griffin reported there are three students currently working full time in local businesses who 

participated in the Discover Yates field trips. Two at Abtex Corp. in engineering! 

 

S. Griffin reported on the H2B VISA Program and the J1 VISA Program. S. Griffin to collect more information 

on this. A task force will be created to work on these programs.  

 

S. Griffin reported that the part time job fair is at Keuka College tomorrow. S. Griffin will be attending. There 

was discussion on limited VISA’s for students.  

 

M. Lipari reported he had met with the 4 Tech teachers at Penn Yan Academy to get the Discover Yates Program 

up and running. There are four field trips planned. One for each quarter. They are looking for businesses that are 

willing to let the students be more hands on.  

 

M. Lipari reported he is working with Empire State Development on the remaining Ag Loan reimbursement to 

finish the $1,000,000 grant.  

 

M. Lipari reported he has been working with OCR on the Small Cities Loan Fund. M. Lipari has submitted for a 

specific project approval for the remaining funds.  The Harrison Group will soon have the loan fund appraised.  

 

M. Lipari reported that Derek Stork asked him to join the Young Entrepreneur Committee.  
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S. Griffin reported that the 2019 draft budgets were included in your Board Packet. Please look over and submit 

any input to Steve or Doreen as soon as possible. The 2019 draft budgets have to be approved at the October 

meeting.  

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

S. Griffin reviewed the Parker’s Grille restaurant project. Total capital investment is $750,000. There are 

approximately 25 jobs being created and total tax savings over 10 years is $120,098.  The total benefits are over 

$100,000 thus needing to hold a public hearing.  

 

The following resolution was offered by K. Williams seconded by J. Willson, to wit: 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF YATES COUNTY 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING 

A PROPOSED PROJECT TO BE UNDERTAKEN FOR THE BENEFIT OF PARKER’S 

GRILLE, INC. 

 

WHEREAS, Yates County Industrial Development Agency (the “Agency”) is authorized and empowered 

by the provisions of Chapter 1030 of the 1969 Laws of New York, constituting Title 1 of Article 18-A of the General 

Municipal Law, Chapter 24 of the Consolidated Laws of New York, as amended (the “Enabling Act”) and Chapter 

113 of the 1975 Laws of New York, as amended, constituting Section 893-b of said General Municipal Law (said 

Chapter and the Enabling Act being hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Act”) to promote, develop, encourage 

and assist in the acquiring, constructing, reconstructing, improving, maintaining, equipping and furnishing of 

manufacturing, warehousing, research, commercial and industrial facilities, among others, for the purpose of 

promoting, attracting and developing economically sound commerce and industry to advance the job opportunities, 

health, general prosperity and economic welfare of the people of the State of New York, to improve their prosperity 

and standard of living, and to prevent unemployment and economic deterioration; and 

 

WHEREAS, to accomplish its stated purposes, the Agency is authorized and empowered under the Act to 

acquire, construct, reconstruct and install one or more “projects” (as defined in the Act), or to cause said projects to 

be acquired, constructed, reconstructed and installed, and to convey said projects or to lease said projects with the 

obligation to purchase; and 

 

WHEREAS, Parker’s Grille, Inc., a New York business corporation (the “Company”), has submitted an 

application (the “Application”) to the Agency, a copy of which Application is on file at the office of the Agency, 

which Application requested that the Agency consider undertaking a project (the “Project”) for the benefit of the 

Company, said Project consisting of the following: (A) (1) the acquisition of an interest in a certain parcel of land 

located at 11 Main Street in the Village of Penn Yan, Town of Milo, Yates County, New York (Tax Map Number 

49.75-2-16) (the “Land”), together with the existing building located thereon containing approximately 6,000 square 

feet of space (the “Facility”), (2) the reconstruction and renovation of the Facility, and (3) the acquisition and 

installation therein and thereon of certain machinery and equipment (the “Equipment”) (the Land, the Facility and 

the Equipment being collectively referred to as the “Project Facility”), all of the foregoing to be owned by the 

Company and operated as a mixed use facility, with a restaurant facility on the first floor and housing units and 

office space on the upper floors; (B) the granting of certain “financial assistance” (within the meaning of Section 

854(14) of the Act) with respect to the foregoing, including potential exemptions from certain sales and use taxes, 

real property taxes, real estate transfer taxes and mortgage recording taxes (collectively, the “Financial Assistance”); 

and (C) the lease (with an obligation to purchase) or sale of the Project Facility to the Company or such other person 

as may be designated by the Company and agreed upon by the Agency; and 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 859-a of the Act, prior to the Agency providing any “financial assistance” 

(as defined in the Act) of more than $100,000 to any project, the Agency, among other things, must hold a public 

hearing pursuant to Section 859-a of the Act with respect to said project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Agency desires to provide for compliance with the provisions of Section 859-a of the Act 

with respect to the Project; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF YATES COUNTY INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. The Agency hereby authorizes the Chief Executive Officer of the Agency, after 

consultation with the members of the Agency and Agency Counsel, (A) to establish the time, date and place for a 

public hearing of the Agency to hear all persons interested in the Project (the “Public Hearing”); (B) to cause the 

Public Hearing to be held in a city, town or village where the Project Facility is or is to be located, and to cause 

notice of such Public Hearing to be given to the public by publishing a notice or notices of such Public Hearing in 

a newspaper of general circulation available to the residents of the governmental units where the Project Facility is 

or is to be located, such notice or notices to comply with the requirements of Section 859-a of the Act; (C) to cause 

notice of the Public Hearing to be given to the chief executive officer of the county and of each city, town, village 

and school district in which the Project Facility is or is to be located to comply with the requirements of Section 

859-a of the Act; (D) to conduct such Public Hearing; (E) to cause a report of the Public Hearing fairly summarizing 

the views presented at such Public Hearing (the “Report”) to be prepared; and (F) to cause a copy of the Report to 

be made available to the members of the Agency. 

 

Section 2. The Chairman, Vice Chairman and/or Chief Executive Officer of the Agency is hereby 

authorized and directed to distribute copies of this Resolution to the Company and to do such further things or 

perform such acts as may be necessary or convenient to implement the provisions of this Resolution. 

 

Section 3. All action taken by the Chief Executive Officer of the Agency in connection with the Public 

Hearing with respect to the Project prior to the date of this Resolution is hereby ratified and confirmed. 

 

Section 4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted 

as follows: 

 

Gene Pierce VOTING Yes 

Jerry Hiller VOTING Yes 

James Willson VOTING Yes 

Mary Ann Zelazny VOTING Yes 

Rita Gow VOTING Yes 

Bill Holgate VOTING Absent 

Dr. Kim Williams VOTING Yes 

 

The foregoing Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
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STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

 ) SS.: 

COUNTY OF YATES ) 

 

 

I, the undersigned (Assistant) Secretary of Yates County Industrial Development Agency (the “Agency”), 

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the foregoing annexed extract of the minutes of the meeting of the 

members of the Agency, including the Resolution contained therein, held on September 26, 2018 with the original 

thereof on file in my office, and that the same is a true and correct copy of said original and of such Resolution 

contained therein and of the whole of said original so far as the same relates to the subject matters therein referred 

to. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that (A) all members of the Agency had due notice of said meeting; (B) said 

meeting was in all respects duly held; (C) pursuant to Article 7 of the Public Officers Law (the “Open Meetings 

Law”), said meeting was open to the general public, and due notice of the time and place of said meeting was duly 

given in accordance with such Open Meetings Law; and (D) there was a quorum of the members of the Agency 

present throughout said meeting. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that, as of the date hereof, the attached Resolution is in full force and effect and 

has not been amended, repealed or rescinded. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Agency this 26th day 

of September, 2018. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

(Assistant) Secretary 

 

 

 

(SEAL) 
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S. Griffin reported that Lake Street Plaza, L.P would like a parcel released from the PILOT. The parcel is located 

at 108 Kimble Avenue.  They are in the process of selling the parcel to a local business. This release will not 

impact the PILOT in any way.   A motion was made by M. Zelazny and seconded by K. Williams to authorize 

the release of 108 Kimble Avenue from the Lake Street Plaza, L.P. PILOT. All other terms of the PILOT 

remain in place and there is no impact to the PILOT payments.  Motion passed. 

 

D. Jensen reported that Mark Venuti recommended Relin, Goldstein & Crane, LLP out of Rochester, NY for legal 

action on non-performing loans. We currently have two loans that we are going to work on with Attorney Joe 

Shur.  Firm fees are: they receive 25% of what they collect. If there is no collection we will not pay a fee. If a 

company goes into bankruptcy, we will only pay whatever they have invested. We can cap this number at $575.  

A motion was made by M. Zelazny and seconded by R Gow to retain Relin, Goldstein & Crane, LLP law firm 

for non-performing loans and to authorize the Chair sign the retainer with Relin, Goldsteian & Crane, LLP.  

Motion passed.  

 

S. Griffin reported the Governance Committee needs to meet to review the Records Retention Policy. The 

Governance Committee currently has only one member which is Jim Willson. Are there any volunteers that would 

like to serve on this Committee? Rita Gow and Jerry Hiller volunteered to be on the Governance Committee. 

 

A motion was made by M. Zelazny and seconded by J. Willson to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 A.M. Motion 

passed.  

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

Doreen J. Jensen 

 
 


